Port Angeles High School Bands
Summer Newsletter – 2005

Enclosed in this newsletter you will find the following:
1. Information for ALL band members, freshmen through senior.
2. Information regarding  our Fort Flagler Band Camp 2005.
3. A Band Camp 2005 sign up form for ALL band members - No it is not too late!
4. A Medical Form and a Behavioral Contract for all students planning to attend Band Camp 2005.  These forms are to be turned in by August 18th.  No student will be allowed to board the bus until both forms are completed and turned in.
5. Audition and rehearsal information for all Percussionists.
6. Lots of other important and captivating information too!!!
So please read on........


*    Notes From The Podium     *


I hope that your summer is going well.  Even though there is still time to enjoy our break, it is time to begin planning for another great year at PAHS, and in our great Band Program!  Band Camp at Fort Flagler is just around the corner, and so are the many opportunities for growth, friendship and fun which it offers.  The facilities are perfect, and free from distraction.  The atmosphere is conducive to relaxation, and concentrated learning and team building.   

Please take the time to thoroughly read the following information.  It is a lot to cover, but it will answer many questions that you may have.  Enclosed you will find a Behavioral Contract and a Medical Form which must be filled out and returned by August 18, 2005.

If you have not done so already, it is very important that you correctly complete and return the enclosed Registration Form and send it along with the appropriate payment by August 18th so that we can plan for your attendance!  The fee for each night is only $35.00!  Remember, at this point there is now a $5.00 late registration fee.  You can send the payment at the same time you send in your Medical Form and Behavioral Contract.  Please don't wait until the meeting on August 21st to pay!  This creates a long line and also makes it difficult to plan for meals at camp!!!  
  
Aside from all of that, do a little practicing, continue recharging, and enjoy the remainder of your summer.  I look forward to seeing you soon!

Mr. Gailey

A note for freshmen, new students, and their parents.......
Welcome to our Band Program!  I am very excited to meet you and begin working with you at camp and at the high school.  If you are not yet signed up for Band Camp 2005, I strongly urge you to do so!  It is a great opportunity to meet new friends before school begins, and to get the musical year off to a great start.  It is very important that you return payments and the enclosed forms immediately so that we can plan for your attendance.  If you have any questions, please call Mr. Gailey at 565-1536.

And a few words from your new Band President.......
Hey there everybody! My name is Steven Lewis and I am your band president for this next year.  I'd like to welcome all the new freshmen to the Port Angeles High School band program.  I look forward to meeting all of you and hopefully remembering all your names.

As you know, the school year is fast approaching.  Therefore, we also have our famous band camp to attend.  I know that this concept of taking a week out of your beautiful summer may not be appealing to some of you new band members.  I felt the same way when I was a freshman, but when I went I found that band camp was fun, exciting, and very informative.  I met many new people with distinct personalities who have become my best friends.  For these reasons, I strongly encourage you to attend band camp this year. Band camp will make your first year of band easier and more enjoyable.

After our school year starts, we will soon begin Fall marching season.  As a freshman I thought that marching around in the cold and rain every Monday and Thursday was not going to be very fun.  To my surprise, I was welcomed with great enthusiasm and treated with respect.  I also found all aspects of marching to be quite enjoyable.  I had a great time and I have been doing it ever since.  This is an activity I think everyone should participate in and I strongly urge you to sign up when school starts. If you are really interested, you should come to our marching band day at band camp so you can get a head start on your marching skills and meet our new drum majors Tim and Allegra.

Also, as many of you may know, this year the band is planning a trip to Washington D.C.  This will be a once in a lifetime opportunity for all of you.  I know it will be expensive, so our great band boosters have organized many fundraising opportunities to help students fund this amazing experience.  If you have any questions about these fundraisers or would like to participate please contact our band booster president Chuck Rondeau.

This year will be filled with fun and many opportunities to improve your musical skills.  I am looking forward to working with my fellow officers as well as all of you.  Don't forget, sign up for band camp right away!
Sincerely,
Steven Lewis, Band President 05 - 06

Student Leadership
I believe that one of the outstanding aspects of our Band Program is the opportunity for students to develop and utilize their leadership skills.  Congratulations to the following outstanding individuals who were elected or appointed to serve in leadership positions for the 2005-2006 school year!

Band Officers:
Band President -  Steven Lewis 


Band Librarian - Tara Zink 
Band Vice President - Josh Gailey 


Drum Majors - Tim Naples and Allegra Pomeroy

Marching Band Section Leaders:
Flute - Aisha Martin 




Trumpet - Josh Gailey 
Clarinet - Joe Olander 



Low Brass - Dylan Rondeau
Saxophones - Garrett Lumens 


Percussion - Molly Barnes

Leadership Workshop - Sunday, August 21st at 4:00 pm
This is a mandatory session for all Band Officers and Marching Band Section Leaders.  Bring a note pad and pencil with you to the Band Room, and be prepared to do some marching.  We will be planning for Band Camp and the upcoming year.   

Uniform Information for Wind & Jazz Ensemble Members
Again this year we will use the same uniforms.  The Jazz Ensemble uniforms will be identical to the Wind Ensemble Uniforms.  Beginning with our first concert, the men will be wearing black dress shoes, black socks, black dress pants, a white tux style shirt with a wing collar, a black vest and a black bow tie.  Most of this is available in town at Just-n-Love at a discounted price.  The women will be wearing the same full length black dress and black dress shoes.  We will be measuring for, and ordering the dresses shortly after school begins.  


Marching Band Practice Attire
Be sure to wear tennis shoes and cotton socks (no sandals, thongs, or boots), and clothing appropriate for the weather to all Marching Band rehearsals.  A lyre to hold music is very helpful.  You can pick one up from Strait Music.  Don't forget the sunscreen, hat, water bottle, your instrument and related supplies, and a pencil.  

Just a reminder about our Fall Marching Band rehearsal and performance schedule
Our first Marching Band rehearsal after band camp will be September 8th, and the first home game is September 9th!  The Marching Band will rehearse on Mondays and Thursdays from 5:00 to 7:00 pm through the end of October.  Home games are on September 9th, September 16th, September 30th, October 14th, and October 28th.  

As always, Parent volunteers are needed to assist with various activities....
beginning with Band Camp!
This is a wonderful way to get to know other "Band Moms and Dads" as well our great kids!  Parents who have had the Fort Flagler experience in the past have loved it - no, really!!!  This is your chance to get in on the ground floor.  We will need parents to supervise, help prepare meals, ride the busses, and stay the night in the barracks.  For more information please call our Band Booster President, Chuck Rondeau, at 452-3951 or email him at chuckcar@olypen.com.

Band Camp 2005


Once again let me stress that Band Camp 2005 is for ALL Port Angeles Band Students!  Everyone is welcome on each day, and strongly encouraged to participate!  There are some terrific things lined up, so read on!

Please read the following overview of the schedule for Band Camp 2005 very carefully.  Some sections will not apply to you, but more than one section may apply to you.  Please be sure that you thoroughly understand the departure and arrival schedule.  Also, be sure to completely fill out and return the enclosed forms!

Sunday, August 21st * Evening Kick-Off Meeting for ALL students and parents.
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm in the High School Auditorium.  We will answer questions and discuss the schedule and expectations.  You can order your new Band Shirts, and enjoy a root beer float served at the end......YUMMY!

Monday, August 22nd * Mandatory for all Marching Band members and Percussionists.
Marching Band members and Percussionists will meet in front of PAHS at 9:00 am and depart at 9:30 am.  We will work on music, and marching techniques.  Those who are not Percussionists or Jazz Ensemble members may return to PAHS on Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 pm if they choose, but everyone is welcome to remain and participate for the rest of the week.

Tuesday, August 23rd * Mandatory for all Jazz Band members and Percussionists.
Jazz Band members will meet in front of PAHS at 9:00 am and depart at 9:30 am.  We will work on jazz styles and improvisation techniques.  We will have a guest clinician to work with.  Those who are not Percussionists or Wind Ensemble members may return to PAHS on Wednesday afternoon at 1:30 pm if they choose, but everyone is welcome to remain and participate for the rest of the week.

Wednesday, August 24th * Mandatory for all Wind Ensemble members and Percussionists.
Wind Ensemble members will meet in front of PAHS at 9:00 am and depart at 9:30 am.  We will work on pitch, tone quality and some music.  We will have a guest clinician to work with, and we will wrap up the day with the legendary Talent Show and infamous Band Camp Dance.....A great way to end the week!!  

Thursday, August 25th * Mandatory for all Wind Ensemble members and Percussionists.
Wind Ensemble members and percussionists will continue to work in the morning then we will all return to the high school at 1:30 pm.

Percussion Schedule - Monday, August 22nd through Thursday, August 25th.
These rehearsals at Fort Flagler are mandatory for the Drum Line as well as the Pit (all who are planning on being in 6th period Percussion Ensemble).  Once again, this year's show includes a cool percussion feature so we have a lot of work to do!  We are fortunate again to have PAHS alumnus - Mr. Kyle Winters at camp to work with percussion!  The goals of the week are to set the line on the 22nd, then cover a lot of chop building, music and marching the rest of the week.  Please come knowing your first and second choice for placement in the line or in the pit.  (2-3 snares, 1-2 tenors, 4 bass drums, 2 cymbals, and auxiliary and mallet "pit" percussion.)  We will set the line, and then open up challenges.  Please bring a practice pad and a pair of white Vic Firth-Ralph Hardimon Corpsmaster Marching Drum Sticks.  (They are available at Strait Music.)  What a great way to build your "chops!"

What should I bring with me to Band Camp?


Here is a check list of things which you need to bring:

_____ Boundless energy.



_____ A great attitude!
_____ A pencil and note pad. 


_____ A water bottle. 
_____ Sleeping bag and pillow. 


_____ Soap and shampoo.
_____ A bath towel. 




_____ Personal toiletries.
_____ A bag for dirty clothing. 


_____ Any needed medications.
_____ Insect repellent.  (Lots of skeeters!) 

_____ Sunscreen and burn medication.
_____ Casual clothing. 



_____ Vital props for the talent show!?
_____ Clothing for the dance. 
_____ Your instrument, sticks, etc., and any related items such as reeds, valve oil, etc......
_____ Marching clothing if applicable:  athletic shoes..........(no sandals, thongs, or boots on the field), cotton socks, comfortable shorts and at least one pair of loose fitting long pants, at least one long sleeved shirt, a hat, cap or sun visor, rain gear. 

What will be expected of me at camp?
Here are the rules which will help to insure our success and the personal safety of our members while we are at Band Camp:

Band Camp Rules 2005


All students are to show respect for themselves, each other, the "Band Moms and Dads" and the instructors at all times. 

Take care of yourself.  Respect the bed times!  Be sure that you are eating well at all meals, getting enough water, getting enough sleep, and protecting yourself from insects and the sun.  Immediately communicate any problems, illness or injury to a parent or Mr. Gailey.

The high school dress code will be enforced.  If you are dressed inappropriately you will be asked to change.

Everyone is expected to remain in the area that is reserved for Port Angeles High School.  Do not wander into other areas of Fort Flagler.

Students are not to interact with other campers who are not a part of our group.

Know your schedule!  Be at the right place at the right time, ready to go.  Be sure you have all of your equipment, the appropriate clothing, and a pencil.  Be attentive, positive and active participants in all rehearsals.  What a great opportunity to learn and invest in your musical future!

All students are required to attend all activities, including meals and evening events, unless you are excused by an instructor and supervised by an adult.  There will be very little unstructured time.

All students are expected to clean up after themselves - in the rehearsal rooms, in the mess hall, in the barracks, in the bathrooms and on the grounds.  

Friends not currently in the Band and/or not attending Band Camp are not allowed to visit you.

Use your head!  Make intelligent choices and wise decisions.

No students are to drive to or from Band Camp.  If there is an extenuating circumstance that requires a student to use transportation other than that which is provided by the district, details must be cleared with Mr. Gailey, and a note signed by the parent and an administrator must be turned in to Mr. Gailey. 

Illegal behavior such as drinking, smoking, taking drugs, etc., will not be tolerated.  If you are found participating in such activities, you will be turned over to the local police, your parents will be called, you will be removed from camp, and you will be referred to the administration of Port Angeles High School and the appropriate law enforcement agencies.  If at any time there is reason to believe it is necessary, your barracks and /or belongings will be searched.



Yes, please sign me up!  I wish to be a part of Band Camp 2005! 

Name:  ____________________________________________  Phone:  ___________________________  

Instrument(s):  _____________________________ E-mail: ____________________________________


Please check all that apply.  I'll be staying the night at Fort Flagler on:

_____ Monday, August 22nd (Marching Band, Percussion, and any others)

_____ Tuesday, August 23rd  (Jazz Ensemble, Percussion, and any others)

_____ Wednesday, August 24th (Wind Ensemble, Percussion, and any others)



*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *


***Parents, if you are interested please select your volunteer activity of choice and indicate the dates for which you are available.

Parent/Guardian Name:  _______________________________________________________________

_____ Ride the bus to and from Fort Flagler.  Date(s): ____________________________

_____ Chaperon overnight in the Barracks.  Date(s): ______________________________

_____ Cooking/cleaning duty.  Date(s): ____________________________________________



*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *

Many students have fund raising money in their booster account that can be used for Band Camp fees!  If you would like to use money from your booster account, please contact the Band Booster Treasurer - Ms. Barnes at 452-9477 or email her at strview@olypen.com. Otherwise, please make your check payable to the Port Angeles Band Boosters and send it along with the forms to the address below.  If you have any other questions, please call Mr. Gailey at the high school;  565-1536.

Please return this completed form along with the Behavioral Contract and Medical Form with a check for the appropriate amount - including the $5.00 late registration fee - payable to the Port Angeles Band Boosters, by August 18th to:

Port Angeles High School Band Boosters
P.O. Box 237
Port Angeles, WA.  98362


Payments are nonrefundable after August 18, 2005.

Thank you for your continuing support of Music at Port Angeles High School!


